CLASSIC CRIMES

and on 5th February Hare was finally let loose. The proposed
action can hardly have been serious; probably it was meant
merely to give him as much annoyance and to keep him in
gaol as long as possible.

On his release Hare was conveyed in a hackney coach to
Newington, where, without pausing to pay his respects to
Dr. Knox, he joined, in disguise, the southward mail. At the
first stage the passengers alighted at the inn for supper. Among
them, by a strange chance, was the junior counsel for the
Wilsons, who disclosed to his fellow-travellers the identity of
their companion. So, when the mail-coach reached Dumfries,
the news was soon all over the town, and presently the King's
Arms, in which Hare had sought sanctuary, was beset by an
angry crowd, impolitely shouting in concert the alliterative

slogan: " * Burke' the------!" While, in order to distract the

attention of the mob, a chaise was ostentatiously brought
round to the front door, Hare was smuggled out of the house
by a back window and safely lodged in prison. This
manoeuvre being detected, the mob next attacked the gaol, the
riot continuing throughout the night; but eventually, by
persuasion of the batons of a hundred special constables, the
crowd was dispersed. Very early next morning, escorted by a
sheriff-officer and a guard of militiamen, the odious visitor was
conveyed out of the town. By daybreak he was beyond the
Border, and nothing further of his adventures is recorded.

There is a tradition that, having been identified by some
fellow-workmen as the West Port murderer and consequently
cast into a lime pit, whereby he lost his sight, Hare survived
for many years as a blind beggar in the streets of London;
and naughty children were admonished by nurses that unless
they were "good," they would be delivered into the hands
of that fearsome miscreant.

XII
There are three incidents connected with the dreadful
drama which, though in themselves inconsiderable, seem to me
significant and typical as regards the psychology of the
principal performers. When Hare, being in the prison yard,
was informed of the result of the trial, he capered about in
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